
Granary Books and The Steven Barclay Agency 
are pleased to present the archive of

ARMISTEAD MAUPIN 
EXTENT: 41 boxes, majority 15 x 12 x 10 in., totaling approx. 
57 linear feet, with maximum box dimensions measuring 37 x 
3.5 x 27 in.; Digital extent described separately.

DATES: 1933–2019 (bulk 1970s–2000s).

CONTENT: The complete literary archive of Armistead Maupin, 
novelist, activist, and essential chronicler and voice of queer life 
in San Francisco. Contains drafts of works, correspondence, 
press clippings, ephemera, audio/visual media, notebooks, 
working files, family files, photographs, and some digital files, 
including emails. Maupin’s literary career is captured through 
substantive drafts of manuscripts, including drafts of his Tales 
of the City novels, his roman à clef works, and adaptations of 
his work for television and film. Correspondence documents 
Maupin’s professional and personal relationships as they relate 
to his literary output, and also sheds light on his pre-Tales life 
serving as a gay man in the Navy during the Vietnam War. 
Throughout the collection, notebooks, press clippings, and 
ephemera document Maupin’s daily routines, writing practice, 
appointments, travels, and the reception of his work—born from 
and depicting San Francisco queer culture—in America at large 
during decades that marked growing visibility for the LGBTQ+ 
community. 

Portrait of Armistead Maupin by David Hockney, circa 1989.



ABOUT ARMISTEAD MAUPIN
Armistead Maupin (b. 1944) is an American novelist, writer, and 
activist best known for Tales of the City, a series of ten novels, first 
published serially, beginning in 1974, chronicling a community of 
queer friends and lovers in San Francisco. 

Born in Washington, D.C., and raised in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Maupin attended the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
where first immersed himself in the world of journalism, writing for 
the campus newspaper The Daily Tarheel. Following his graduation 
in 1966, Maupin served in the United States Navy during the 
Vietnam War aboard the USS Everglades, traveling throughout 
Italy and Vietnam from 1967 to 1971, a period richly chronicled 
in the archive through Maupin’s letters home to his parents. Upon 
returning to the United States, Maupin began work as a journalist 
for the Associated Press, first in Charleston, South Carolina and 
then in San Francisco. In 1974, at the age of thirty, Maupin came out 
to his friends and family, and shortly thereafter, the Marin County 
newspaper the Pacific Sun published the first appearance of his 
serial story, Tales of the City. Depicting a joyous and eccentric cast 
of queer characters living at the fictional address of 29 Barbary 
Lane in San Francisco, Tales of the City would later move to the San 
Francisco Chronicle in 1976, before being published as a novel by 
Harper & Row in 1978.

In the 1980s, HBO attempted to adapt Tales of the City for television, 
but found the American political atmosphere too hostile towards 
the LGBTQ+ community to proceed with a faithful production. In 
1993, a joint venture between Channel 4 in the United Kingdom 
and PBS in the United States resulted in the characters of Barbary 
Lane making their widely-praised television debut. The series 
would go on to win a Peabody Award and a GLAAD Media Award, 
in addition to receiving an Emmy nomination, but in spite of its 
success, PBS declined to renew Tales of the City following an 
outcry from conservative politicians over the use of public money 
to fund a positive depiction of the queer community. Shortly 
thereafter, Showtime acquired the rights to a sequel, debuting 
More Tales of the City in 1998 and Further Tales of the City in 2001, 
and in 2019, a new adaptation of Tales of the City aired on Netflix.

Typescript draft of Tales of the City, circa 1977.

In addition to Tales of the City, Maupin is the author of roman à 
clefs including Maybe the Moon (1992) and The Night Listener 
(2000), has adapted his own work for the stage and screen, and 
has collaborated with theater and musical groups including the 
San Francisco American Conservatory Theater, the San Francisco 
Choir, and the Seattle Men’s Chorus. He has received the Bill 
Whitehead Award for Lifetime Achievement (1997), the Trevor 
Project’s Life Award (2022), Litquake’s Barbary Coast Award, the 
Lambda’s Pioneer Award (2012), the Visionary Award from Outfest 
Legacy Awards (2014), and an honorary Doctor of Letters from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (2014). He lives in London 
with his husband, the photograph Christopher Turner. 



ABOUT THE ARCHIVE
The archive was identified and assembled by Armistead Maupin 
and his husband Christopher Turner at his home in San Francisco 
and later in New Mexico, before being put into storage; it was then 
transported to Petaluma, California for housing and inventorying by 
the Steven Barclay Agency. SBA conducted an initial inventory of the 
archive in 2024 and largely retained Maupin’s original chronological 
order. In July of 2025, Granary Books conducted its own initial 
assessment of materials remotely using SBA’s documentation and 
photographs, and created additional inventory documentation based 
upon that assessment. Granary then conducted additional in-person 
assessment, appraisal, and evaluation in Petaluma in August of 2025. 

The archive is housed in Petaluma, California.   

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ARCHIVE
• The original 487-page typescript draft of Tales of the

City, sent to Maupin’s editor in 1977, along with additional
typescript and printed drafts, galleys, and correspondence
related to subsequent novels, including More Tales of the
City, Babycakes, and The Night Listener.

• Over 60 notebooks, with a rich collection kept between 1977
and 1991, including Maupin’s diaries and daily planners kept
during the years of Tales of the City’s initial publication and the
writing of its sequels.

• Approx. 150 pieces of outgoing correspondence from
Maupin to his family, written from 1967 to 1971, extensively
documenting Maupin’s service in the US Navy during the
Vietnam War and his life prior to his literary career.

• 5 boxes of working files maintained by Terry Anderson,
Maupin’s one-time partner who managed their joint venture,
Literary Bent, and mainted Maupin’s administrative files
during the years Tales of the City was adapted for television
by PBS and Showtime.

The archive has been inventoried at folder level, with some 
material inventoried at item level, and grouped into the follow-
ing series:

Works
	 Correspondence
	 Notebooks

Working Files
Family Files
Ephemera

	 Audio/Visual
	 Photographs
	 Press/Clippings

Works by Others
Digital (described separately)

What follows is a description of the archive by series.

Oversize scrapbook capturing Tales of the City’s serial publication, 
assembled by Maupin.



DRAFTS OF WORK
A comprehensive collection of typescript and printed typescript drafts of 
work, representing many of Maupin’s major literary works, including Tales of 
the City (1978), More Tales of the City (1980), Further Tales of the City (1982), 
Babycakes (1984), Significant Others (1987), Sure of You (1989), Maybe the 
Moon (1992), The Night Listener (2000), and Michael Tolliver Lives (2007). Many 
novels are captured across multiple drafts, with some containing autograph 
and holograph emendations and others retaining correspondence from editors 
and collaborators offering revisions, suggestions, and feedback. In addition to 
novel drafts, the Works series contains drafts, primarily printed typescript, of 
screenplays and adaptations related to Maupin’s novels, including substantial 
documentation of the PBS and Showtime adaptations of Tales of the City and 
the movie adaptation of The Night Listener. At times, screenplay adaptations 
have been written by others and contain either autograph emendations or 
correspondence from Maupin requesting revisions on the work, while in some 
instances, drafts of adaptations are authored by Maupin himself. 

CORRESPONDENCE
The Correspondence series offers rich documentation of Maupin’s literary 
and personal relationships with figures including his one-time partner and 
collaborator Terry Anderson, the actor Ian McKellen, the author Christopher 
Bram, the artist Don Bachardy, and the actress Olympia Dukakis. There are 
also significant collections of professional correspondence with editors 
and other staff from publishing houses, especially HarperCollins, which at 
times corresponds with specific drafts of work in the archive. Additional 
correspondence, much to or by Terry Anderson, relates to television 
adaptations of Tales of the City, and provides insight into how the novels were 
developed, adapted, and marketed in the 1990s. 

In addition to literary correspondence, the series also contains outgoing 
correspondence from 1967 to 1971. Written primarily aboard the USS 
Everglades during Maupin’s deployment with the US Navy during the Vietnam 
War, these letters trace his travels and experiences throughout the war and 
across Vietnam. His experiences in Vietnam were particularly influential, and he 
would later return to the country as a veteran to assist with rebuilding homes.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ARCHIVE

Autograph letter, signed,  from Maupin to his parents, sent from Saigon, 
Vietnam.



NOTEBOOKS
Across approx. 62 notebooks from 1973 to 1999, 
this series documents Maupin’s creative practices 
and schedules, his daily life and appointments, 
and his personal and professional circles. Many 
contain contact information for friends, such as 
Christopher Isherwood, Don Bachardy, Bette 
Midler, and Robin Williams, among others, 
documenting those with whom Maupin was in 
touch at any given time in the 26 years covered, 
along with his daily rhythms and travels. His 
observations range from diaristic to dream-based, 
and construct a compelling timeline of Maupin’s 
activities during his most productive creative 
years. One notebook, started in December 1977 
and kept through May 1991, contains diaristic 
entries across the years documenting much of 
Maupin’s life during a period of literary success 
and prior to the television adaptation of his 
work. Working notebooks contain autograph 
notes on creative projects, including character 
development notes for important figures in his 
work, such as Anna Madrigal. 

Pages from Maupin’s diary spanning 1977 to 1991.

WORKING FILES
The Working Files series contains materials from across Maupin’s career that offer insights into his creative process, his collaborations with 
editors, publishers, and agents, the adaptation and production processes related to the Tales of the City television series, and other business and 
administrative aspects of Maupin’s literary career. Files related to Maupin’s creative projects include notes on scripts, notes related to stories and 
characters from Tales of the City, and transcriptions of interviews in which Maupin discusses his work. Within the series, a subseries, “Hanging 
Files,” contains folders organized by Terry Anderson, Maupin’s partner during the years of Tales of the City’s success and adaptation for television. 
Anderson’s organization of Maupin’s files provides important documentation of the series translation to a successful television series through drafts 
of work, correspondence, shooting schedules, contracts, clippings, and other developmental materials from throughout the 1990s.



FAMILY FILES
A brief series, Family Files contains a variety of materials, primarily related 
to Maupin’s service in Vietnam or to his family’s history and genealogy. 
Correspondence from his grandmothers, dating to the 1930s, is included, 
especially from his maternal grandmother to his mother, along with 
correspondence from Maupin’s father attempting to secure his son a job. Playbills 
related to his mother’s acting career are included, marking his early interest in 
narrative on the stage, as are pieces of ephemera from Maupin’s education and 
Navy service, such as yearbooks and certificates. 

EPHEMERA
The Ephemera series documents both Maupin’s career and his interest in the arts 
of San Francisco and beyond, including promotional materials, posters, flyers, 
pamphlets, awards, and props related to television adaptations of his work. 
Highlights include pamphlets, posters, flyers, and playbills for events and spaces 
such as “A Knight Out in Los Angeles,” with Ian McKellen, Theatre Rhinoceros, 
Roxie Cinema, OutProud Theater, a screening of Giovanni’s Room, Club Fugazi, 
the San Francisco Symphony, and many others. Ephemera related to Tales of the 
City documents walking tours related to the novels, the 2011 stage production at 
the San Francisco American Conservatory Theatre, and translations of the work. 
Awards and other ephemera show Maupin’s close relationship with San Francisco, 
including his 1998 Saint award from the Metropolitan Community Church of San 
Francisco, his San Francisco Pride Grand Marshall ribbon (circa 2003), and a framed 
certificate announcing the creation of Armistead Maupin Day in San Francisco on 
June 24, 2003, among others. 

AUDIO/VISUAL
Primarily housed in five boxes, the A/V series contains over 250 pieces of audio/
visual material, with significant portions related to Tales of the City and its sequels. 
Boxes 32, 33, and 34 house VHS video cassettes containing footage related to Tales 
of the City, More Tales of the City, and Further Tales of the City, respectively, that 
includes rough cuts and dailies. In addition, over 50 pieces of media document 
interviews and other television appearances by Maupin, and at times friends and 
colleagues, such as David Hockney. Six video cassettes comprise a complete airing 
of the 1995 Peabody Awards luncheon, at which Tales of the City was recognized. Offset mockup for Maupin’s appearance at George State University.



PHOTOGRAPHS
The Photographs series documents Maupin’s life from the 1940s through the 
2000s. Box 3 contains over 250 photographs of Maupin’s literary life, friendships, 
relationships, and travels. Friends and colleagues in the series include Laura Linney, 
David Hockney, Ian McKellen, Amy Tan, Neil Gaiman, Anne Lamott, and Peggy 
Knickerbocker, among many others. Personal photographs depict his relationships 
with his once-partner Terry Anderson and his now-husband Christopher Turner, 
along with a collection of family photographs dating back to his childhood in the 
1940s and1950s and his time aboard the USS Everglades in the late 1960s.  

PRESS/CLIPPINGS
The Press/Clippings series traces Maupin’s media coverage and critical reception 
from the 1960s through the 2000s. Of special note is an oversized scrapbook 
created by Maupin, containing early appearances of his work in print, especially 
Tales of the City as it appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle. Additional 
articles, reviews, and interviews from the 1980s through the 2000s, from major 
publications such as The New York Times, San Francisco Chronicle, The Pacific Sun, 
Entertainment Weekly, Newsweek, Oakland Tribune, and international outlets, 
especially from France and the United Kingdom, have been preserved and cover 
nearly all of Maupin’s major works. Featuring both mainstream and independent 
publications’ responses to Maupin’s work, the series provides a unique snapshot 
of America’s evolving relationship to depictions of queer culture, and reckons with 
how the gay community of San Francisco was thrust into mainstream discourse 
throughout the 1980s and 1990s. 

WORKS BY OTHERS
Works by Others contains drafts of works, press clippings, ephemera, and a small 
collection of original artworks. An important subseries comprised of typescript and 
Xerox drafts, correspondence, personal files, and a will and testament, captures 
the life and career or Steve Beery, writer and the former partner of Harvey Milk, 
with whom Maupin was close prior to his death from AIDS-related complications 
in 1993. Several original illustrations, many of Maupin, are included by artists such 
a, Darell Hall, Norman Chin, Aron Kincaid, Trina Robins, and others. The series also 
contains drafts by Jeff Whitty from his musical adaptation of Tales of the City and 
working files, including transcripts, notes, and correspondence, related to Patrick 
Gale’s biography of Maupin, Outlines: Armistead Maupin (1999).

Pen-and-ink portrait of Maupin by unidentified artist,1989.



The archive of

ARMISTEAD MAUPIN
is represented by
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for inquiries, please contact 
info@granarybooks.com

Photograph of Armistead Maupin courtesy of Christopher Turner.




